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Although thousands of immigrants from
Ireland had already come to America before
the signing of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the largest number emigrated from
their homeland in the middle of the 19th
century, when devastating famine overtook
their native Ireland. Many moved into our
cities, where their hard work helped Amer-
ican industries, their political skills energized
local government, and their culture added
richness to urban neighborhoods. Others,
freshly arrived from Cork, Kilkenny, or Bel-
fast, kept moving all the way to the American
West. Wherever they went, they added their
muscle to the building of our railroads,
bridges, tunnels, and canals, and they applied
their minds to the shaping of American law
and letters. And their values were exempli-
fied by a firm confidence in education, a
dedication to the work ethic, and a deep be-
lief in God.

America offered these new citizens abun-
dant opportunities and the freedom to exer-
cise their talents in a country that was still
less than 100 years old. In return, Ireland
added immensely to the American national
character. This month, when communities all
across the Nation celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,
we honor the millions of Americans who
trace their lineage to Ireland.

Our country has been blessed by the rich
legacy of famous Americans whose ancestors
emigrated to our shores from Ireland. Geor-
gia O’Keefe, Edgar Allen Poe, and F. Scott
Fitzgerald are just a few among the many
whose talents have graced the arts. Andrew
Mellon and Henry Ford excelled in business
and finance. Will Rogers, Spencer Tracy,
Bing Crosby, and John Wayne have enter-
tained us. Pierce Butler signed the Constitu-
tion, General Douglas MacArthur led the Al-
lied Forces in the Pacific during World War
II, and Sandra Day O’Connor became the
first woman to sit on our Supreme Court.

But let us not forget the sacrifices, dedica-
tion, and profound achievements of the thou-
sands of less well-known Irish Americans
who have labored to make the United States
a country of which we all can be proud. They
were—and continue to be—motivated by
their deep commitment and fervent loyalty
to family, friends, community, and country.

This month we honor them and thank them
for their efforts.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 1997 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon
all the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-seven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., February 28, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels
February 27, 1997

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
I declared a national emergency to address
the disturbance or threatened disturbance of
international relations caused by the Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, destruction by the Govern-
ment of Cuba of two unarmed U.S.-reg-
istered civilian aircraft in international air-
space north of Cuba. In July 1995, the Gov-
ernment of Cuba demonstrated a ready and
reckless use of force against U.S. registered
vessels that entered into Cuban territorial
waters that resulted in damage and injury to
persons on board. In July 1996, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a memorial flotilla and peaceful
protest. Since these events, the Government
of Cuba has not demonstrated that it will re-
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frain from the future use of reckless and ex-
cessive force against U.S. vessels or aircraft
that may engage in memorial activities or
peaceful protest north of Cuba. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing the national emergency with
respect to Cuba and the emergency authority
relating to the regulation of the anchorage
and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 27, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:22 a.m., February 27, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on February 28.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Notice on Cuba
February 27, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to the
Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 1997, to the Federal Register
for publication.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 27, 1997.

Remarks on the Initiative To Protect
Youth From Tobacco

February 28, 1997

Thank you, Anna Santiago, for the power
of your example and for that very fine intro-
duction. I want to thank all the young people
who are here, the advocates who are here,
the Members of Congress who are here who
have championed this battle for so long. Es-
pecially, I thank the Vice President, Sec-
retary Shalala for what they have done. And,
of course, I want to have a special word of
thanks to David Kessler. I think he’s had a
bigger impact on the lives and health and
the future of the American people than any
person who ever held the job of FDA Com-
missioner before him, and I thank him very
much.

Because of David Kessler, we have been
able to undertake this initiative to protect our
young people from tobacco. Because of your
actions over the last 6 years, more AIDS and
cancer patients are getting better drugs fast-
er, as well; more people are getting better
information on their food labels; every Amer-
ican can go to bed knowing that the food
on their tables, the medicines in their cabi-
nets are safe. You’ve left us a great legacy.
All Americans should be grateful to you, and
we’ll do our best to replace you. The Vice
President and I would like to be invited to
Yale from time to time to give a speech.
[Laughter]

Let me say that the reason we’re all here
today is to ensure that Anna and all the young
people behind me, and the young people all
across America for whom they stand today,
have a chance to live out their dreams. They
can only do that if they choose positive and
healthy lifestyles and if we give them the sup-
port they need to make those choices. That’s
why the number one goal of the drug strategy
we announced earlier this week is to motivate
our children to reject illegal drugs.

Most of us have an instinctive urge to pro-
tect our young people from danger. We teach
them to look both ways before crossing the
street. We tell them not to touch a hot stove.
We make sure they bundle up before going
out in the cold. We should wrap that same
protective arm around them when it comes
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